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Lesson 29: John 6:47 —7: "Jesus is Your Savior: Is that Enough?"

47 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. 481 am the bread of

life. 49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50 This is the

bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 | am

the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will

live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh."

52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, "How can this man give us

his flesh to eat?" 53 So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you

eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.

54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise

him up on the last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink.

56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him.

a. "has eternal life" — present tense! The certainty of eternal life is a present

reality; not merely future.
b. "ate the manna...and they died." — the Jews argument that "heavenly bread"

was the only acceptable "sign" verifying Jesus as the Messiah, was negated by

the fact that even eating manna did not save anyone eternally.

c. "bread that comes down from heaven...and not die." — Jesus' play on the

word "die," reveals a double meaning: temporal death and/or eternal death in

Hell. Though temporal death may come, it does not doom you to eternal death.

Another option is available: eternal life!

a. 1 Corinthians 15:54-57. 54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable,

and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that

is written:
"Death is swallowed up in victory. "

55 "O death, where is your victory?

O death, where is your sting?"

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks

be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

d. "1 am the living bread" — (l am the "heavenly bread.")

e. "unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have

no life in you." — alluding to the Lord's Supper, in the context of the Passover,

Jesus points to the link of "life," which is in the sacramental meal.

f. "Whoever feeds...and drinks...abides in me, and I in him." — the oneness

between us and Jesus is seamlessly fed in Holy Communion.
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57 As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds
on me, he also will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from
heaven, not like the bread[a-l the fathers ate, and died. Whoever feeds on this
bread will live forever." 59 Jesus&-] said these things in the synagogue, as he
taught at Capernaum.

a. "he also will live because of Me . '' — recalling the context: Jesus is defending
His Messiah-ship against those who want to define it as an earthly kingship; not a

suffering servant. (recall the aftermath of the feeding of the 5000).
b. "This is the bread that came down from heaven" — Old Testament manna

provided a temporary feeding to both believer and non-believer in the group.
Jesus is the Bread, which offers eternal feeding, received through faith.

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, "This is a hard saying; who can
listen to it?" 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling
about this, said to them, "Do you take offense at this? 62 Then what if you were to
see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives
life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and
life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe." (For Jesus knew from the
beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray
him.) 65 And he said, "This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it
is granted him by the Father."

a. "This is a hard saying" — Jesus' disciples were often confused about Jesus'
teachings.

b. "his disciples were grumbling about this," — the disciples, in their confusion,
or perhaps, because of their expectations, began to complain that Jesus was
talking in circles.

c. "the flesh is of no help" — in the same way, that physical death cannot be
overcome by the flesh, so the flesh cannot overcome spiritual death. Spiritually
dead people cannot make themselves spiritually alive (ref. Ephesians 2:1-6).

d. "This is why I told you...no one can come to me unless" — ref. John 6:44.
Implied in the word "come" is "in faith." At issue, here, are the differences in
motivations that people had for seeking Jesus.

a. They saw a miracle "sign," and wanted more of it.
b. They saw His potential, and theirs, for greatness
c.They sought relief from their difficult lives.
d. They liked the way Jesus mixed it up with the religious elite.
e. They were among the 'deplorables' of society, and they felt welcomed and

loved by Him.
f. They were tired of meaningless lives and wanted a group to belong to.
g.Other motivations?

i. Jesus accepts people where they are, flawed or wounded
motivations, and all.

ii. He, then, transforms their motivations into saving faith & daily
servant attitudes of faith, hope, and love.
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66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him.

67 So Jesus said to the twelve, "Do you want to go away as well?" 68 Simon Peter

answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life,

69 and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of

God."
a. "many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with Him." —

suggests that the number of followers had, by this time, swelled to a larger

number than 12. Upon hearing Jesus articulate His kingdom on earth as spiritual

service ("faith"), not political or social greatness, many rejected Him.

b. "Do you want to go away as well?" — Jesus gets personal with the 12!

c. "Lord, to whom shall we go?" — Simon Peter made the first of His confessions

of faith in Jesus.
d. "You have the words of eternal life" — Peter confessed his saving faith in

Jesus' words. Trust!
e. "we have believed, and have come to know" — literally, "we have recognized

the truth and continue to hold it." (continued action over time). Confidence (with a

little bravado).

Jesus answered them, "Did I not choose you, the twelve? And yet one of you is a

devil." 71 He spoke of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve,

was going to betray him.
a. "Did I not choose you? — (literally "By My own act, I chose you.")

a. Why did Jesus choose followers and invest Himself in training them?

b. "yet one of you is a devil." — raises an intriguing question: Since Jesus knew,

ahead of time, who Judas was — and how Judas would give in to temptation —

why did He choose him in the first place? Possibilities:

a. Judas believed at first; later became disillusioned and gave up his faith.

b. Judas never had faith to begin with. He retained his expectations of

Jesus' messiahship and never converted to faith.

c. Jesus was calling Judas to repentance; to return to faith in Him

d. Judas had to remain among the 12, as Jesus would be betrayed by one of

them.

e. Was Judas predestined to betray Jesus, and therefore, had no choice?

i. "Fore-knowledge" — God knowing ahead of time.

ii. "Predestination" — God pre-determining an outcome or result

iii. Caution: Don't equate them!

h. Was Judas' betrayal any different from Peter's denial?

i. Pre-meditated vs. impulsive moment of weakness.

ii. Could Judas have been forgiven and restored if he had repented?
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