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Lesson 27: John 6:41 - 56

(Context)

"This is the will of Him who sent Me, that I should lose nothing of all He has given
Me, but raise it up...everyone who looks on the Son and believes" — twice, Jesus
notes the 'hail!" of His Father that believing in Jesus as your Savior guarantees eternal
life; not even earthly death can change that!

a. Matthew 12:17-21. This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet
Isaiah: 18 "Behold, my servant whom I have chosen, my beloved with
whom my soul is well pleased. I will put my Spirit upon him, and he will
proclaim justice to the Gentiles. 19 He will not quarrel or cry aloud, nor will
anyone hear his voice in the streets; 20 a bruised reed he will not
break, and a smoldering wick he will not quench, until he brings justice to
victory; 21 and in his name the Gentiles will hope. "

i. Isaiah, speaking of Jesus in the future, affirms His desire to
patiently exercise His Father's desire that everyone come to faith:
repent and believe in Jesus as Savior and Lord.

1. "a bruised reed" —a damaged reed: still alive, but beaten
and bruised by wind, flood, people, age, etc.

2. "a smoldering wick" — a candle, where the flame is not
visible, but from which a wisp of smoke flows.

a. There is redemption and salvation, even for those
individuals, where faith is weak and waning.

b. Faith 'receives' the grace that God offers through
Jesus. Faith is not a work; it is a response to God's
offer of unconditional love & forgiveness.

c. This is of particular comfort for people who have loved
ones, whose faith seems weak. non-existent, or has
been under the duress of persecution.

3. Who are the "broken reeds" and "smoldering wicks" in your
life?
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b. John 10:27-28. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they

follow me. 28 | give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one

will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to
is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the

Fathers hand.

c. Romans 8:31-39. What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us,
who can bew against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave
him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us al/
things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who
justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more
than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is
interceding for us.[él 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger,
or sword? 36 As it is written,

"For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered."

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us. 38 For / am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers,
nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

41 So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, "l am the bread that came
down from heaven." 42 They said, "Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose
father and mother we know? How does he now say, 'l have come down from
heaven'?" 43 Jesus answered them, "Do not grumble among yourselves. 44 No one
can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up
on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets, 'And they will all be taught by God.'
Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me— 46 not that
anyone has seen the Father except he who is from God; he has seen the Father.

a. "Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph" — "grumbling" carries the connotation of
unbelief. They resorted to old excuse of knowing his family roots

b. "unless the Father who sent Me draws him" — people do not seek God, of
their own accord. God (the Holy Spirit) stirs interest using the power of the Word
to bring people to faith.

a. Luther's meaning to the 3rd Article of the Apostles' Creed:
"I believe that / cannot, by my own reason or strength, believe in Jesus
Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the
Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true
faith. " (Luther's Catechism)

b. Ephesians 2:1-6. And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in
which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of
disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body{al and the mind, and were by
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nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.ltJ d But{c] God, being rich

in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when

we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by
grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us

with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
i. "dead in the trespasses and sins" — the power of death is that

humans cannot overcome it by human power. Spiritual death

(trespasses and sins) cannot be overcome by sinful people.
ii. "by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind" —born

with a sinful nature, we are subject to God's judgment of sin.

iii. "But God...made us alive" — God accomplishes what humans
cannot: spiritual life, resurrection, and a life covered by grace &

forgiveness.
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