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Lesson 23: John 5:41 - 6:16 - Fish & Chips

41 | do not receive glory from people. 42 But I know that you do not have the love of
God within you. 43 | have come in my Father's name, and you do not receive me. If
another comes in his own name, you will receive him. 44 How can you believe,
when you receive glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes
from the only God? 45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is
one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set your hope. 46 For if you
believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me. 47 But if you do not
believe his writings, how will you believe my words?"

e. "l do not receive glory from people." ("Glory (praise) from people I do not
take.") — Jesus knows the seductive power of human approval. It not only feeds
the ego, but it is one of the most insatiable, and harmful stimulants, to the soul.
Jesus recognized the trap of it throughout His ministry.

a. Observation: Seeking praise/approval can take two forms:
i. Basing your worth/value on how someone else feels about you or

treats you, motivating you to always seek to please them. They
easily become an idol.

ii. Living in the fear of being rejected/abandoned/shunned/fired
motivating you to go along with peer pressure, even if it involves
hurting others or harming yourself spiritually.

1. Examples:
a. Peer group pressure to sin
b. Employer pressuring you to do something unethical
c. Family pressure to mistreat another family member

b. Seeking praise/approval from people is an unreliable source of your
unconditional value or worth. Ultimately, it offers insecurity and nothing to
support you when you fail or fall short.

c. Only God's love in Christ can offer a reliable source of unconditional value
or worth: now and in eternity!

"l know that you do not have the love of God within you." — Repeated effort
to choose "glory from people," can result in killing "agape" love.

g. "you receive glory from one another, and do not seek the glory that comes
from the only God" — Jesus shines the light on the human temptation to pursue
humanly derived "glory," at the expense of divinely given "glory.

h. "for he (Moses) wrote of me" — their failure to believe in Jesus reveals the fact
that they really didn't believe in Moses' words either! They claimed to believe in
the inspired Word of God, in the Pentateuch (Genesis — Deuteronomy), but
perhaps that was more of a collective norm, than personal faith.
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6 After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the
Sea of Tiberias. 2 And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the
signs that he was doing on the sick. 3 Jesus went up on the mountain, and there
he sat down with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at
hand. 5 Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming
toward him, Jesus said to Philip, "Where are we to buy bread, so that these
people may eat?" 6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do.

a. "Sea of Tiberias" — the Roman designation for the Sea of Galilee.
b. "a large crowd...because they saw the signs" — what Jesus had done in His

public ministry was not lost on those following Him: It began to occur to people,
that Jesus was someone special!

c."up on the mountain, and there He sat down with His disciples" — the
"mountain" was often the place where Jesus sat and taught His disciples.

d. "Where are we to buy bread...He said this to test (Philip), for He knew" —
Jesus began to test His disciples' faith in His power to provide: Do you trust me?

a. Where were they in their thinking, when faced with a daunting problem?
i. Would they look at the problem through God's unlimited viewpoint?

ii. Would they look at the problem through their own limited viewpoint?
1. Would they see this through the faith-driven eyes of

possibilities?

7 Philip answered him, "Two hundred denariiLaJ worth of bread would not be
enough for each of them to get a little." 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon
Peter's brother, said to him, 9 "There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and
two fish, but what are they for so many?"

a. "Two hundred denarii worth of bread would not be enough" —a denari was
a day's wage. The Romans paid the denarii in a small silver coin worth about 18
cents. Philip did the math and stated the obvious: 200 days worth of wages
could not purchase enough food to feed that crowd.

b. "There is a boy here who has five...two" — Where Philip sees no possibility or
solutions, Andrew brings forward a boy who has limited resources.

c. "but what are they for so many?" — a logical approach to the problem would
result in an inevitable conclusion: We don't have enough resources to address
the need.

Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." Now there was much grass in the place.
So the men sat down, about five thousand in number. 11 Jesus then took the
loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were
seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 And when they had eaten
their fill, he told his disciples, "Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may
be lost." 13 So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments
from the five barley loaves left by those who had eaten. 14 When the people saw
the sign that he had done, they said, "This is indeed the Prophet who is to come
into the world!"
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a. "the men sat down, about 5000 in number" — presumably there were women
and children present also. Mark 6 describes this account to include instructions
for everyone to sit in groups or ranks of 50 and 100.

b. "took...given thanks...distributed (gave)" — Jesus follows the pattern of what
He would do in the Lord's Supper. "Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the same night in
which He was betrayed, took bread. And, when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to His disciples, saying..."

c. "as much as they wanted" — This was a full meal deal! Reminding them of the
manna miracle from the Exodus. Each was to gather as much as they wanted!

a. Jesus demonstrated to His disciples, that the eyes of faith may contradict
logic.

b. Jesus let them see the miracle of multiplication of resources, first-hand,
when in God's hands.

i. Deuteronomy 8:3-4. And he humbled you and let you hunger and

fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers

know, that he might make you know that man does not live by

bread alone, but man lives by every word(gl that comes from the

mouth of the LORD. 4 Your clothing did not wear out on you and your

foot did not swell these forty years.
d. "the people saw the sign that He had done. — Jesus' miraculous provision

pointed to His Messianic identity. It also convinced the people: "This is who we
want as our King!"

15 Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make
him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

a. "take him by force to him king" —to seize Him by force; carry Him to
Jerusalem; and march on the Roman palace to overthrow the oppressors!

b. "Jesus withdrew" — sometimes you can't change people's expectations, no
matter how divine you are!

a. Notice that Jesus chose NOT to talk the crowd out of their thoughts or
stand up to them. Rather, He left.
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