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Lesson 22: John 5:30 —47

30 "l can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just,
because I seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me.

a. "and my judgment is just" — Jesus exercises the will of His Father,
which is the basis of His judging justly.

b. "l seek not my own will" — the nature of a servant, is that he/she
serves at the pleasure of the master. A disciple's life is directed by
his/her Master, just as Jesus' life was directed by His Father.

i. Matthew 26:39. And going a little farther he fell on his face and
prayed, saying, "My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
from me; nevertheless, not as / will, but as you will.

c. "but the will of him who sent me."
i. Question: How do you know what God's "will" is for you,

and if you are doing it?

31 If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony is not true. 32 There is
another who bears witness about me, and I know that the testimony that he bears
about me is true. 33 You sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. 34 Not
that the testimony that I receive is from man, but I say these things so that you
may be saved. 35 He was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to
rejoice for a while in his light. 36 But the testimony that I have is greater than that
of John. For the works that the Father has given me to accomplish, the very
works that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father has sent me.

a. "If I alone bear witness" — Jewish legal law required the testimony of at
least two witnesses to verify truth. Jesus asserts the veracity of His claim
to be Who He says He is!

b. "John, and he has borne witness" — John testified to the coming of the
Messiah; he also proclaimed Jesus as "the lamb of God.

c. "the very works that I am doing, bear witness" — In addition to the
human testimony, is the ability of Jesus to heal the sick, raise the dead,
etc.

i. Matthew 11:2-5. Now when John heard in prison about the deeds
of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, "Are
you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?" 4 And
Jesus answered them, "Go and tell John what you hear and see:

5 the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers(QJ are
cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the
poor have good news preached to them.
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1. "Are you the one...?" — Even John has his moments of
doubt, perhaps fueled by his expectations of what the
Messiah would (should?) be doing, coupled with his own
predicament: in prison for doing the right thing.

2. Question: When you have doubts about your faith,
what helps you feel reassured?

37 And the Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me. His voice you
have never heard, his form you have never seen, 38 and you do not have his word
abiding in you, for you do not believe the one whom he has sent. 39 You search
the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they
that bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that you may have
life.

a. "and you do not have His Word abiding in you, for you do not
believe" — so ironic, that the brilliant biblical scholars of the day, did not
believe what they studied.

i. "abiding in you" —a common word-theme in John's writings,
describing the seamless connection between Jesus, the Word, and
the believer.

1. John 15:4-7.4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you, unless you abide in me. 5 | am the vine; you are the
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If
anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a
branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown
into the fire, and bumed. 7 If you abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for
you.

2. As nutrients flow from the vine to the (grafted) branches, the
branches bear fruit. Severing the connection kills fruit
production, and eventually, the branch.

b. "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them" — the
Biblical scholars of the day, worshipped the words, while rejecting the One
to whom the Word pointed. They missed its point entirely!

i. Examples today: using the Bible as blueprint for prosperity.

41 | do not receive glory from people. 42 But I know that you do not have the love of
God within you. 431 have come in my Father's name, and you do not receive me. If
another comes in his own name, you will receive him. 44 How can you believe,
when you receive glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes
from the only God? 45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is
one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set your hope. 46 For if you
believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me. 47 But if you do not
believe his writings, how will you believe my words?"
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a. "1 do not receive glory from people." ("Glory (praise) from people I do not
take.") — Jesus knows the seductive power of human approval. It not only feeds
the ego, but it is one of the most insatiable, and harmful stimulants, to the soul.
Jesus recognized the trap of it throughout His ministry.

a. Observation: Seeking approval can take two forms:
i. Basing your worth/value on how someone else feels about you

or treats you, motivating you to always seek to please them,
rather than pleasing God

ii. Living in the fear of being rejected/abandoned/shunned/fired
motivating you to go along with peer pressure, even if it
involves hurting others or harming yourself spiritually.

1. Examples:
a. Peer group pressure
b. Employer pressuring you to do something unethical
c. Family pressure to mistreat another family member

b. "l know that you do not have the love of God within you." — Repeated effort
to choose "glory from people," can result in killing "agape" love.

c. "you receive glory from one another, and do not seek the glory that comes
from the only God" — Jesus shines the light on the human temptation to pursue
humanly derived "glory," at the expense of divinely given "glory."

d. "for he (Moses) wrote of me" — their failure to believe in Jesus reveals the fact
that they really didn't believe in Moses' words either! They claimed to believe in
the inspired Word of God, in the Pentateuch (Genesis — Deuteronomy), but
perhaps that was more of a collective norm, than personal faith.
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