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Lesson 21: John 5:25-— Can Doing Good on the Sabbath Be Bad?

25 "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead
will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For as the
Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself.
27 And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of
Man. 28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs
will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection
of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.

a. "an hour is coming...when the dead will hear the voice" —

a. 1 Corinthians 15:50-55.50 | tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot

inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the

imperishable. 51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we

shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last

trumpet. For the frumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised

imperishable, and we shall be changed 53 For this perishable body must
put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.

54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on

immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:

"Death is swallowed up in victory."

55 "O death, where is your victory?

O death, where is your sting?"

b. "must put on imperishable...must put on immortality" — immortality
will be a blessing to the believers; and a curse to the unbelievers!

b. "those who have done good to the resurrection of life...those who have
done evil to the resurrection of judgment."

a. "who have done good...who have done evil" —the good or the evil is
dependent on faith in Jesus. No-faith results in, even something that is

good in human eyes, counting for nothing in God's eyes! Society man

benefit, but the works of the faithless have no benefit eternally.

b Matthew 25:31-46. 31 "L/hen the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all

the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him

will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from

another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will

place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will

say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father,

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the woHd.

35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
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drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 | was naked and you
clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came
to me. ' 37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, Lord, when did we
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when
did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?
39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?' 40 And the
King will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least

of these my you did it to me. '

41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into
the etemal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry
and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 | was
a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me,
sick and in prison and you did not visit me. ' 44 Then they also will answer,
saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?' 45 Then he will
answer them, saying, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the
least of these, you did not do it to me. ' 46 And these will go away into
etemal punishment, but the righteous into etemal life. "

"separate people one from another" — the separation of believer
from unbeliever takes place PRIOR to any mention of how each
lived their lives.

ii. "Come, you who are blessed...inherit the kingdom" — Faith
inherits heaven, because of what Jesus did.

Ill. "For I was hungry and you gave me..." — believers' works are
noted in the positive, even if they didn't always comes through
positively.

iv. "Depart from Me, you cursed" — sin, without forgiveness,
separates imperfect people from their perfect God; Hell is the
ultimate and eternal separation!

v. "For I was hungry, and you have me no.." — unbelievers' works
are noted in the negative, even if they did come through positively.
This reinforces the teaching that "without faith, it is impossible to
please God." (Hebrews 11:6)

vi. This indicates the difference between 'civic righteousness' and
'spiritual righteousness.' Just because a person is civically
responsible and generous, that doesn't mean that he/she has faith
in Jesus, and will be saved.

30 "l can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just,
because I seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me.

a. Matthew 26:39. And going a little farther he fell on his face and
prayed, saying, "My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me;
nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will."
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31 If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony is not true. 32 There is
another who bears witness about me, and I know that the testimony that he bears
about me is true. 33 You sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. 34 Not
that the testimony that I receive is from man, but I say these things so that you
may be saved. 35 He was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to
rejoice for a while in his light. 36 But the testimony that I have is greater than that
of John. For the works that the Father has given me to accomplish, the very
works that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father has sent me.

a. "If I alone bear witness" — Jewish legal law required the testimony of at
least two witnesses to verify truth.

b. "John" — John testified to the coming of the Messiah; he also proclaimed
Jesus as "the lamb of God."

c. "the very works that I am doing, bear witness" — In addition to the
human testimony, is the ability of Jesus to heal the sick, raise the dead,
etc.

37 And the Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me. His voice you
have never heard, his form you have never seen, 38 and you do not have his word
abiding in you, for you do not believe the one whom he has sent. 39 You search
the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they
that bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that you may have
life.

a. "and you do not have His Word abiding in you, for you do not
believe" — so ironic, that the brilliant biblical scholars of the day, did not
believe what they studied.

i. "abiding in you" —a common word-theme in John's writings,
describing the seamless connection between Jesus, the Word, and
the believer.

1. John 15:4-7.4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you, unless you abide in me. 5 | am the vine; you are the
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If

anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a
branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown

into the fire, and bumed. 7 Ifyou abide in me, and my words

abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for

you.

2. As nutrients flow from the vine to the (grafted) branches, the

branches bear fruit. Severing the connection kills fruit
production, and eventually, the branch.

b. "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them" — the
Biblical scholars of the day, worshipped the words, while rejecting the One

to whom the Word pointed. They missed its point entirely!

i. Examples today: using the Bible as blueprint for prosperity.
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