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1. What does the Bible say about giving generously?
a. Our giving begins with God's giving to us. God gives unconditionally and

generously; but puts limits in, so we can learn to trust in His will & timing.
i. Genesis 2:15-17. The LORD God took the man and put him in the

garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 16 And the LORD God
commanded the man, saying, "You may surely eat of every tree of
the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you
shall not eat, forin the day that you eat{gl of it you shall surely die. "

I. "you may eat of every tree of the garden" — God
generously provided that Adam and Eve
would need.

2. "but of the tree of the knowledge" — God put limits on
Adam and Eve for their own good. It would not be, in their
best interests, to they were "God," by
eating of that tree!
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3. "you shall not eat" —Adam and Eve, first, had to learn to be
grateful receivers: both of God's gifts & God's

ii. Philippians 4:10-14. I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at
length you have revived your concem for me. You were indeed
concemed for me, but you had no opportunity. 11 Not that I am
speaking of being in need, for I have leamed in whatever situation I
am to be content. 12 | know how to be brought low, and I know how
to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have leamed the
secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 | can
do all things through him who strengthens me.

1. Grateful receivers have learned, over that
contentment is linked to active trust, that God knows what
and how much you need than you do!

2. "plenty and hunger*' — contentment empowers you to rise
a 'scarcity' mindset.

3. A 'scarcity mindset' focuses on how
you have versus how God loves
you.

4. The opposite of a 'scarcity mindset' is an
perspective. ' John 10:10. The thief comes only to steal and
kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it
abundantly.

iii. Exodus 16:13-21. In the evening quail came up and covered the
camp, and in the moming dew lay around the camp. 14 And when
the dew had gone up, there was on the face of the wildemess a
fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost on the ground. 15 When the people
of Israel saw it, they said to one another, "What is it?'7aJ For they did
not know what it was. And Moses said to them, "It is the bread that
the LORD has given you to eat. 16 This is what the LORD has
commanded: 'Gather of it, each one of you, as much as he can eat.
You shall each take an according to the number of the
persons that each of you has in his tent. '" 17 And the people of
Israel did so. They gathered, some more, some less. 18 But when
they measured it with an omer, whoever gathered much had
nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack. Each of
them gathered as much as he could eat. 19 And Moses said to
them, "Let no one leave any of it over till the moming. " 20 But they
did not listen to Moses. Some left part of it till the moming, and it
bred worms and stank. And Moses was angry with them. 21 Moming
by moming they gathered it, each as much as he could eat; but
when the sun grew hot, it melted.

I. "on the face of the wilderness" — The people had run out
of the food they brought with them from Egypt. Some were
wishing they could go back to Egypt!
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2. "It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat." —
God answered their prayers by sending the gift of manna.
The manna was a gift and a of
their faith.

3. "Gather of it...as much as he can eat...let no one leave
any of it over" — Two tests of faith were required:

a. Show your gratitude by gathering much
as you can eat.

b. Eat it leave nothing ovemight
(exception: over the Sabbath!). Trust that I will keep
my promises to provide for your need tomorrow.

4. "whoever gathered much had nothing left
over...whoever gathered little had no lack" — God
provided enough for everyone to be

5. "Some left part of it...it bred worms and stank."
drives a 'scarcity mindset,' which

worries that God might provide enough.
a. "worms and stinkiness" are

teachers!!!

2. Christians give generously in response to being called God's "Beloved,"
who have received much from Him!

a. Matthew 6:24-34.
24 "No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and money. "

i. "serve two masters" — whatever is your master demands your
devotion. It will absorb your energy and insist

on your attention.
ii. "You cannot serve God and money." — God is the infinite

security, both temporally and etemally. Money a

finite commodity, the value of which fluctuates over time. Which
one do you want to hold your

25 "Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat

or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life

more than food, and the body more than clothing?

i. "anxious about your life" — anxiety is the mind/body's reaction to
feeling you have little or control over a
situation.

ii. If you base your security in life, on how much control you have, you
can erode your quality of life!
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26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into
bams, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more
value than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can add a single
hour to his span of 28 And why are you anxious about clothing?
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin,
29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of
these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O
you of little faith?

iii. 'O you of little faith?" — Initial anxiety, can over time, erode your
in God's promises.

iv. Faith turns the control back over to God, and it focuses on being a
grateful receiver celebrating that God's nature is to give!

31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall
we drink?' or 'Miat shall we wear?' 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But
seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things
will be added to you.

v. "the Gentiles seek after all these things" — Gentiles = those who
continually and intentionally pursue the acquisition, protection, and
consumption of materialism -

vi. "your heavenly Father knows that you need them all." — God
knows your

vii. "seek first the kingdom...and all these things will be added to
you." — as God's "beloved," His kingdom offers all that you need.
Everything else will be added, as God sees fit!

34 "Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be
anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

viii. "for tomorrow will be anxious"
ix. "Sufficient is the day" — take each day, at a

time.

3. RED LETTER CHALLENGES FOR DAYS 27-33:
a. Day 27
b. Day 28
c.Day 29
d. Day 30
e. Day 31
f. Day 32
g.Day 33
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Don't Expect Favors in Kind
Be a Source of Sustenance
Give Help to Others
Clothe the World
Don't Neglect the Truth
Give to the Poor
Give before Receiving

Luke 6:35
Mark 6:37
Matthew 25:35
Matthew 25:36
Matthew 23:23
Mark 10:21
Acts 20:35


