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Galatians 5:22ffand ICorinthians 13

I. To try to interpret scripture there arie several things required: Some of them ape:
I. Belief in the Whole Bible as the word of God
2. Scripture Interprets scripture: Not traditions, not denominations, 'NOT feelings BUT good

Commentaries help.
3.What is the context of the passage/s.

Who wrote it?
When was it
To whom was it written?
Why Was it written? What was happening at the time of the writing?

2. Why these two sections of scripture?'

Charity means love, It is called Agape in the New Testament to distinguish it from Eros(sexual love),
Storg (family affection) and Philia(friendship) [E.g.l John 4:9]. So there are 4 kinds of love, all good in
their proper place, but *gape is the best because it is the kind God has for us and is good in all
circumstances. C S Lewis

3. Is there a connection between the two and does one help interpretüe other?

God is love, and he that has God dwelling in him by his Spirit, will have love dwelling in him
also. The nature of the Holy Spirit is love, and it is by communicating himself, in his own nature, to
the saints, that their hearts are filled with divine charity.

And that this charity is the life and soul of all religion, without which all things that
wear. the name of virtues are empty and vain. -—---„----Edwards, Jonathan, Charity And Its

Fruits .

Who wrote these sections?

When were they Written?

To whom was it Written?

Why were they written? What was happening to cause them to be written?

4. What was happening in Corinth when Paul wrote 1 Corinthians?

5. What was happening in Galacia?

Gal 3:1,3 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was
publicly portrayed as crucified? This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive
the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun by
the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?

6. Now we know what was happening and causing Paul to write.





7. Warnings about pride in our works.

13:1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become

a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.
13:2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I

have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.

The main truth in the passage is this -- that as love is the only rule ofour actions, and the only means of

regulating the right use of the gifts of God, nothing, in the absence of it, is approved of by God,

however magnificent it may!e in the estimation of men. Calvin's Complete Bible commentaries

13:3 And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be

burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.

The more excellent way that Paul refers to is the Fruit of the HS

Charity(agape) -is an utter enemy to selfishness; it 'does not desire or seek its own praise, or

honor, or profit, or pleasure. Not that charity destroys all regard to ourselves, or that the charitable

man should neglect himself and all his interests. But charity never seeks its own to the hurt of others,

or to neglect others. It ever prefers thewelfare ofothers to its private advantage. Matthew Heåry

. {jot)
8. Paul now gives the Corinthians and the Galatians a test.

Some of the effects of charity are stated, that we may know whether we have this grace; and that

if we have not, we may not rest till we have it. This love is a clear proof of regeneration, and is a

touchstone of our professed faith in Christ. Matthew Henry

2Cor 13:5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not

recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you unless indeed you fail the test.

Phil " work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work

in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

Rom 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

An increase of love, a more perfect apprehension of Christ's Love is one of the best and most
infallible guages whereby we may test ourselves whether we have grown in grace or not. If we have
grown in grace, it is absolutely certain that we shall have advanced in our knowledge and
reciprocation of the love of Christ. C H Spurgeon

The OT talks about a heart ok stone changed to flesh and Paul talks about the spiritually dead
brought to life and the contest between the Spirit and the flesh.





"Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your
filthiness and from all your idols. 26 "Moreover, I will give you anew heart and put a new spirit
within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 "I
will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to
observe My ordinances.

9. The test for•the Galatians is a warning about reverting back to the law!

The Fruit of the Spirit.
It would have been enough to mention only the single fruit of love, for love embraces all the

fruits of the Spirit. In I Corinthians 13, Paul attributes to love all the fruits of the Spirit: "Charity
suffereth long, and is kind," etc. Here he lets love stand by itself among other fruits of the Spirit to
remind the Christians to love one another, 'fin honor preferring one another," to esteem others more
than themselves because they have Christ and the Holy Ghost within them. Luther, Martin.

Our wisdom, in so far as it ought to be deemed frue and solid wisdom, consis!s almoét entirely Of
two parts: the knowledge of God and of ourselves. But as these are connected together by many ties,
it is not easy to determine whichvofthe two precedes and gives birthto the other. For, in the first
place, no man can survey himself without forthwith turning his thoughts towardS•the God 'in whbni
he lives and moves; because it is perfectly-obvious, that the endowments whichye possess canpot
possibly be from ourselves; nay, that our very being is nothing else than subsistence in God alone.

Calvin, john. Calvin: The Institutes of the Cßristian Religion

ICorinthians 13:4-8 Galatians
Love Love

yr: Joy
Peace

'Is Patience Patience
Is kindness Kindness

Is notjealous Goodness
Does not brag Faithfulness

Is not arrogant Gentleness
Does not act unbecoming Self Control

Does not seek its own Colassians 3:12 Heart of compassion
Is not provoked Kindness

Does not take into account wrong suffered Humility
Does not rejoice in unrighteousness Gentleness

Rejoices with the truth Patience
Bears, Believes, Hopes Endures all things Bearing with on another

Love never Fails Forgiving each other



So that it is love which is the active working spirit in all true faith. This is its very soul,
without which it is dead, as, in another form, he tells in the text, saying that faith,
without charity or love, is nothing, though it be to such a degree that it can remove
mountaihs. And when he says, in the seventh verse of the context, that charity
"believeth all things, and hopeth all things," he probably refers to the great virtues of
believing and hoping in the truth and grace of God, to which he compares charity in
other parts of the chapter, and particularly in the last verse, "NOW abideth faith, hope,
charity," etc. Jonathan Edwards

8 Love never fails;
but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues? they

will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away.

partial 
9 For 

will 
we 

be 
know 

done 
in part 

away.
and we prophesy in part; 10 but when the perfect comes, the

11 When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason like a
child; when I; became a man, I did away with childish things.

12 For now wesee in a mirror dimly, but then face to face;
now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known.
13 But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the greatest of these is love.

Though Christian charity sounds a very cold thing to people whose heads are full of
sentimentality, and though it is quite distinct from affection , yet it leads to affection.
The difference between a Christian and a worldly man is not that the worldly man has
only affections or and the Christian has only charity. The worldly man treats certain
people kindly because he likes them: the Christian, trying to treat every one kindly, finds
himself liking more and more people as he goes on including people he could not even
have imagined him- self liking at the beginning. This same spiritual law works terribly in
the opposite direction. The Germans, perhaps, at first ill-treated the Jews because they
hated them: afterwards they hated them much more because they had ill-treated them.
The more cruel you are, the more you will hate; and the more you hate, the more cruel
you will become and so on in a vicious circle for ever. C S Lewis

Gal 5:25,26. If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. Let us not become boasful,
challenging one another, envying one another.

The Spirit of God is a Spirit of love, and when the former enters the soul, love also enters with it. God
is love, and he that has God dwelling in him by his Spirit, will have love dwelling in him also. The
nature of the Holy Spirit is love, and it is by communicating himself, in his own nature, to the saints,
that their hearts are f.illed with divine charity. Edwards, Jonathan. Charity And Its Fruits .

Sanctification is you working with the Holy Spirit, Justification is God's work alone




